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INVENTI NE THE AUTtrMATItr DIEHWAEHER
BREAKTHRTUEiH:

66 oNLY oNE PRoBLEM vEXED

JOSEPHINE. HER SERVANIS BECAME

CARELESS WITH HER PRECIOUS CHINA ,,

osephine Garis Cochrane didn't set out to
improve women's Iives.

A weatthy sociatite of the Iate 1800s,
Josephine lived in a grand house in

SheIbyvil.te, lItinois, with her husband, WitLiam, a

merchant and poputar locaI politician. She threw
[avish parties, dining on fine china that had been
handed down f or generations in her f amity.

Onty one probtem vexed Josephine: Her servants
became caretess with her precious china. They chipped
it white scrubbing it in the sink. Ihat wouLd not do!

Josephine took over the dish washing hersetf.
Standing at the kitchen sink, she wondered, "Why

doesn't somebody invent a machine to wash dirty
dishes?" Then, "Why don't I invent such a machine
myself ?"

Josephine had on[y a high schooI education, but she
came f rom a f amity of engineers and inventors. She
began to sketch out a design.

EVERYTHING CHANGES
ShortLy after Josephine got her idea, Wittiam unex-
pectedly died, leaving his 44-year-otd widow deepLy in
debt. Her dishwasher idea was no [onger a [uxury. lt
was her future livelihood.

Josephine threw herself into her work. ln a shed
behind her house, she measured dishes, designed
racks, figured out how to make water spray, and began
hammering together a working modet.

She wanted a mechanic to hetp her, but few men
took her seriousty. FinatLy, she found George Butters,
a raitroad mechanic, who hetped Josephine bui[d her
machine-and it worked!

ln 1886, Josephine patented the Garis-Cochran
Dish-Washing Machine. ln earty modets, the water was
pumped by hand. lnside, specia[[y designed dish racks
rotated past the streams of hot sudsy water and hot
rinse water. The heat hetped the dishes dry. Later,
[arger modets coutd be motorized. At peak capacity,
they couLd wash and dry 240 dishes in two minutes.

Friends and neighbors admired her invention. 0ne
introduced her to the manager of Chicago's f amous
Patmer House hotet, who bought dish-washing
machines for his hotet.

But it wasn't easy for a woman to buitd a

business in the [ate 1800s. Josephine had
never been anywhere without her husband
or father, and now she had to approach
hoteI managers by hersetf. ln those days, it
was unthinkabte f or a Iady to even cross a
hotet tobby without a man escorting her.

One day, she went to the Sherman House
hoteI in Chicago, requested a moment of

the manager's time, and sat down in the [adies' par[or
to wait. When it was time for the meeting, she had to
cross the hote['s grand [obby-a[one.

It was one of the hardest things Josephine ever did.
"The l"obby seemed a mite wide," she recatied. "l

thought I shoutd faint at every step, but I didn't -and I

got an $800 order as my reward."
By the earty 1980s, Josephine's company was

thriving. Her
invention changed
the way everyone
washed dishes.

The impact on
women's lives was
profound.0ne
newspaper in 1892
predicted that
Josephine wouLd be

forever "enshrined in

the gratefuI heart of

womanhood." And
men's hearts, too.
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