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When he was 15, he spent aLL his
earnings on one ftying [esson.
The pi[ot put Ed in the second
seat of his LittLe biptane and

roared into the sky. The pLane

did l.oops and spins and zoomed
[ow over buiLdings. Ed was
scared to death but fascinated.
After they [anded, Ed reatized
he had never even touched the
contro|'s. Some [esson!

WhiLe he worked on organs,
he kept thinking about that first
[esson. "Woutd-be pitots for the
most part simp[y climbed into
airplanes and tried to learn by

the seat of their pants," Ed's

biographer wrote. Some student
piIots didn't survive their in-air
training.

Ed managed to [earn to fty,

but he knew there had to be a

better way. Af ter working at[
day at the organ factory, he'd
go into its basement and work
[ate into the night designing and
buil.ding a ftight trainer. He

made it bank and turn using the
things he knew best: parts from
pipe organs. After 1B months,
he had created the first reatis-
tic ftight simutator.

It was impressive. The
famous pitot Casey Jones
bought six. But hard[y anyone
else did. Ed started taking it to
county fairs and charging a

quarter per ride.
Casey catted up some of f i-

ciats he knew in the Air Corps.
He convinced them to come to
the airstrip on that rainy win-
ter's day in 1934 to see a f Light

demonstration. The rest was
up to Ed. Ed soared into the
rain and made history.

But then they heard it:the hum
of an aircraft engine. A ptane
emerged from the ctouds and

came in for a smooth [anding.
The piLot, Ed Link, was waving.

Ed had just proved that, if
property trained, pitots coutd
"fLy bIind," using airptane
instruments to guide their fLight
when they coutdn't see the
ground. They coutd fly in bad

weather, Like he had done for
200 mites 1322kml.

Ed had trained to fly by using
instruments in a fLight simuta-
tor-the first-ever, and one he

had made with his own hands
with parts f rom a pipe organ.

It was a success. The Air
Corps put in an order for Link
Trainers. lt was the break Ed

had been waiting for.

66ED TRATNED Io FLY rN THE

FI RSI-EVER FLIGHT SI MU LATOR,

ONE HE HAD MADE WITH HIS

OWN HANDS ,,

o one coutd fty in
weather [ike that:
The sky was thick
with dark ctouds,

and a winter's rain beat down.
A group of U.S. Army Air

Corps officiats, waiting for a

demonstration of a fLight
trainer, turned to leave. They
figured the piLot had given up

and gone back. ln 1934, pil.ots
needed to see where they were
going. Nasty weather made
that impossib[e.
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Ed was born in 1904, seven
months after the Wright broth-
ers took their historic first
f Light. As a boy, he spent hours
experimenting, figuring out how
gadgets worked, and exptoring.

The dreamer didn't f it in at
his schooL, where they wanted
kids to memorize fact af ter fact.
Facts were already knownl Ed

wanted to expLore the unknown.
He especiatly wanted to f l.y.

But that was the [ast thtng
his father
wa nted. Ed

and his otder
brother were
supposed to
get the finest
educations
avaitabLe and
Learn atI about
business, so
they could

take over the fami[y's piano and
organ factory.

Ed ref used. He was happy to
go to a vocationaI schoot,
where he coutd [earn engineer-
ing skiLts and create things
with his own hands. But he
refused to stay at the stuffy
schooIs his dad preferred.
When he was a teen, his
mother took him to CaIifornia
to enro[[ him in the Los
Angetes Potytechnic lnstitute, a

vocationaI training school'.
Later, he went to work at his

dad's factory, but not in the
business office. He buiLt organs
and tuned pianos. Soon he was
designing new organs for the-
aters. He got a patent for a

device that cteaned ptayer piano
rotts. But he stiLL wanted to f [y.
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